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Heard and McDonald Islands Heard and McDonald Islands This is one of the wildest and remotest places on
earth. Heard Island is dominated by Big Ben, Australia’s highest mountain and an active volcano, under a
deep mantle of snow and glaciers. On the horizon, the volcanic McDonald Islands rise precipitously out of the
world"s stormiest waters.

Conservation vaues in the marine environment surrounding Heard Island and the McDonald Islands
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water v Summary Heard Island and McDonald
Islands (HIMI) are an externa Territory of Australia, located approximately 4000 kilometres southwest of
Austraiain the southern Indian Ocean.

MEDIA RELEASE - 8 October 2024 An aliance of 27 environmental groups* today welcomed the expansion
of Australia's Heard Island and McDonald Islands Marine Reserve near Antarctica, but said the Government
of Prime Minister Anthony Albanese had missed a rare opportunity to protect globally important feeding
grounds for penguins, seals and abatross. "We welcome the[...]

Captain John Heard, sighted Heard Island on 25 November 1853, on a journey from Boston to Melbourne.
Captain William McDonald of the Samarang found McDonald Islands on 4 January 1854. Between 1855 to
1880 American sealers inhabited the island, living in appalling conditions. The island housed 200 people at
one stage.
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The Heard and McDonald Islands are interesting from a historical perspective because they are one of the few
places in the world where two claim lines intersect. There is an ongoing dispute between Argentinaand ...

Heard Island and McDonald Islands are located in the Southern Ocean, approximately 1,700 km from the
Antarctic continent and 4,100 km south-west of Perth. ... Antarctic environment, independent report to the
Australian Government Minister for the Environment and Energy, Australian Government Department of the
Environment and Energy, Canberra. 27

One of the worlds largest highly protected IUCN category 1A marine reserves the Heard Island and McDonad
Islands Marine Reserve was established by Australiain the waters surrounding ...

Management plans also explain what the objectives are for managing the area, and what the managers will do
to help meet those objectives. It is a requirement of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
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Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC Act), under which the Heard Island and McDonald Islands (HIMI) Marine
Reserve was declared, that a management plan be prepared ...
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McDonad Island is much smaller (2.5 km 2 ), about 100 000 years old and totally ice-free, and is
predominantly composed of phonolitic rocks. 9, 10 During the campaign, signs of volcanic activity ...

Many vascular plants are also found on the Heard and McDonald Islands. Elephant seals in Heard Island.
Image source: Heard Island Expedition/laikolosse/Flickr. The main native fauna of the Heard and McDonald
Islands include several insects along with large populations of seals, penguins, petrels, albatrosses, and other
seabirds.

Heard Island and McDonald Islands are uninhabited, barren, Subantarctic islands in the Southern Ocean, far
due south of India and roughly 400 km southeast of Kerguelen of the French Southern and Antarctic
Lands. The islands are administered by Australia and listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site. Although it"s
administered by Australia, the islands are approximately 4,000 ...
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Heard Island and McDonald Islands is the only sub-Antarctic island group with almost no human-introduced
species. Beyond "the shallows" - the case for expanding the reserve When the original reserve was designed it
was noted that future management should consider whether sufficient representation of the different kinds of
habitats ...
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Page 2/2



